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Conference prove fruitless, Russia will very shortly proceed
on her own account to obtain by force that which the Porte
refuses to concede peaceably. Even in that case Russia
asks nothing from us but neutrality, which it is in our
interest to observe. We cannot possibly send our troops
to the Russian frontier at a moment in which Russia is
putting forth her strength in a cause common to us both.
Some of our political parties are hostile to Russia by habit,
inheritance and tradition (the Progressists); others, because
the Russian form of government does not suit their con-
fessional interests (the Clericalists). But, whatever these
gentlemen may think, say, or do, I can assure them that as
long as I stand upon this floor they shall not succeed in
breaking up our good, intimate and solid relations to Russia.
Those who yearn to see those relations destroyed are very
far from the realisation of their wishes; for the League
uniting the three Emperors for a long time to come is in
full force; and I can tell them, moreover, that no clouds
whatsoever intervene between Russia and Austria. . . It
would be erroneous to infer that the Imperial Triple
Alliance is adverse to England, with whom, as well as with
Russia, our relations have been cordial for a century past
... I shall not advise our participation in the war as long
as no German interest shall be called in question that may be
considered worth the healthy bones of a single Pomeranian
musketeer. . . . We have as little to do with the matter as
France. This cannot be said of the other Powers, inasmuch
as circumstances may accrue that will convert Turkish
interests into Austrian, English or Russian interests. My
duty, as prescribed to me by His Majesty the Emperor, is,
to take such diplomatic action as may preserve our relations
with the three Powers concerned in this straggle undisturbed
or as little disturbed as may be. This duty would be